102             SOME NOTES ON BOOKBINDING

The conclusions at which the Committee arrived are
summarized in the report as follows:

1.  They consider that the general belief that modern
bookbinding leather is inferior to that formerly used is
justified, and that the leather now used for binding
books is less durable than that employed fifty years ago,
and at previous times. They believe that there ought to
be no difficulty in providing leather at the present time
as good as any previously made, and they hope that the
instructions laid down in the report of the Sub-Com-
mittee, printed as Appendix II, will result in the pro-
duction of such leather.

2.  They think that the modern methods of book-
binding are, to some extent, answerable for the lessened
permanence of modern bindings.   The  practice of
shaving down thick skins is a fruitful source of deteriora-
tion.  They think that the adoption of the method of
binding recommended in the report of the Sub-Com-
mittee, printed as Appendix I, ought to result in a
greater permanence of the books treated.

3.  They consider that the conditions under which
books are best preserved are now fairly well understood,
except that the injurious effect of light on leather has
not previously been appreciated;   They are satisfied
that gas fumes are the most injurious of all the influences
to which books are subjected. They consider that under
proper conditions of ventilation, temperature, and dry-
ness, books may be preserved without deterioration, for
very long periods, on open shelves, but that there is no
doubt that, as a general rule, tightly fitting glass-cases
conduce to their preservation.

4. The Committee have satisfied themselves that it is
possible to test any leather in such a way as to guarantee
its suitability for bookbinding. They have not come to
any decision as to the desirability of establishing any